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Dear Future Leaders of Dentistry
Jerica Cook, Associate Program Director, BronxCare GPR Program
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IN 2016, AS A NEW GRADUATE, 
joining organized dentistry 
was the last thing on my mind. 
Actually, scratch that. It 
wasn’t on my mind at all. I was 
focused on just making my way 
through residency, fine tuning 
my hand skills, working on my 
time management, and learning 
new tips and tricks from my 
attending faculty. I didn’t even 
read the emails from the ADA.

Luckily for me, I happened to 
work with someone who was the 
opposite of me, and a potential 
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model for who I 
would like to be. 
She was a private 
practice owner 
who worked with 
residents a couple 
days a week 
and was heavily 
involved in Bronx 
County Dental 
Society. One day, 
she invited me 
to a continuing 
education course 
and I decided that 
I would show up. 
Not only was the 
course extremely 
informational 
but I also had an 
epiphany. This was 

a network of dentists much more 
experienced than I. This was a 
mix of people from all different 
backgrounds, from all different 
dental schools, who have 
attended all of these different 
courses, and practice in all 
different areas of dentistry. This 
was exactly what a new dentist 
needed. I joined and have not 
looked back since.
 
I could go on and on about the 
benefits of becoming a member 
of the American Dental Society. 

I could tell you about the 
student loan refinancing, or the 
travel benefits, or the exclusive 
discounts provided throughout 
the network, however, all of this 
is Google-able. What you cannot 
gleam from the website, is how 
far having a group of colleagues 
from all different walks of life can 
take you.
 
As much as you would benefit 
from joining, the organization 
would benefit from you joining 
as well. Our voices need to be 
heard. Our generation needs to 
be represented. Our needs, our 
concerns, and our interests need 
to be shouted loudly and proudly. 
And if we don’t step up and 
speak for ourselves, who will?
 
I strongly encourage you to join 
the American Dental Association. 
I emphatically urge you to 
become an active member of the 
Bronx County Dental Society. Do 
not miss out on your opportunity 
to make a difference in not only 
yourself but also the future of 
dentistry as a whole. Join today. 
You will not regret it.
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This is a limited attendance program 
so don’t wait another moment.
Register Today: 516-352-5614 or  
www.smilesinthesun.net
email: sonkindental@gmail.com

Dental Seminar 2021
The Resort at Longboat Key Club, Longboat Key, Florida

Thursday, April 22 – Sunday, April 25 | 20 CERP/PACE

Smiles In The Sun
Educational, Fun and Relaxing
continuing education above & beyond the ordinary for a sunsational experience

E D U C ATI O N A L
Looking for a meeting where you can learn 
about the latest materials and techniques? 
Do you want an educational, fun and relaxing 
meeting for you, your family and your staff? 
Then look no further as Smiles In The Sun 
Seminar 2021 at the Resort at Longboat 
Key Club in Longboat Key, Florida has it all! 
Courses are held Thursday – Sunday mornings 
and you can receive 20 CERP/PACE approved 
credits for only $975 (call for special fees for 
staff and spouse). 

FU N  A N D  RE L A X I N G
• Fishing tournament
• Extra hotel amenities and discounts 
• Friday night beach bash 
• Kid-friendly family vacation
• And other surprises!

$100 OFF for  
FIRST TIME ATTENDEES!

Roy H. Sonkin, DDS 
Forensic Odontology: “CSI It Ain’t” 
Gain knowledge and insight into the use of 
forensic odontology and the various hurdles 
one must overcome. 

Joe Massad, DDS 
The Neuromuscular Prosthesis: A Major 
Shift in Prosthetic Design 
This full-day course will discuss a new and 
improved prosthetic design based on 
anatomical and physiological concepts.

Debra Englehardt-Nash   
“Up Your Service”—Creating Patient 
Experiences that Increase Profits 
Learn how to differentiate your practice, 
define your practice, ask the right questions 
and monitor the statistics that matter. 

Howard S. Glazer, DDS 
I Have It…You Need It!  
A rapid-fire, no-nonsense presentation about 
“must have” materials will reinvigorate your 
desire to provide clinical excellence.


